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subject to the provisions of this Act and to Her Majesty's
instructions, either that he assents thereto in the Queen's
name, or that he withholds the Queen's assent, or that he
reserves the Bill for the signification of the Queen's
pleasure.1
56. Where the Governor-General assents to a Bill in the Disallow-
Queen's name, he shall by the first convenient opportunity
send an authentic copy of the Act to one of Her Majesty's
Principal Secretaries of State, and if the Queen in Council assented
within two years after receipt thereof by the Secretary of Governor-
State thinks fit to disallow the Act, such Disallowance (with (*enera *
a certificate of the Secretary of State of the day on which
the Act was received by him) being signified by the
Governor-General, by Speech or Message to each of the
Houses of the Parliament or by Proclamation, shall annul
the Act from and after the day of such signification.
57. A Bill reserved for the signification of the Queen's Significa-
pleasure shall not have any force unless and until within qq^'s
1 Before 1878 the Governor-General was forbidden by Ms instructions Pleasure
to assent to any Bill
 (1)	regarding divorce ;
 (2)	conferring a grant upon himself;
 (3)	making paper money legal tender ;
' (4) imposing differential duties ;

 (5)	containing provisions inconsistent with treaty obligations ;
 (6)	interfering with the discipline or control of the Crown's forces;
 (7)	interfering with the royal prerogative, or with the rights and pro-
perty of British subjects outside the Dominion, or prejudicing
British trade and shipping;
(8)	containing provisions to which assent has already been refused at
home;
except in very exceptional circumstances, unless such Bill contained a
clause suspending its operation till the pleasure of the Crown could
be known.
Under these instructions no less than twenty-one Bills were reserved
by the Governor-General between 1867 and 1877 ; but in the latter year
the practice was altered, as explained in note on p. 125, Mr. Blake, the
Canadian Minister of Justice, having strongly maintained that it would
be i more conformable to the spirit of the Constitution of Canada, as
actually framed, that the legislation should be completed on the advice
and responsibility of Her Majesty's Privy Council for Canada j and
that as a protection to Imperial interests, the reserved right of dis-
allowance of such completed legislation is sufficient for all purposes',
(Can. Sess. Papers, 1877, No, IS.)

